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2d May, 1800.

Commatted to a Committee of the whole Houfe, to-morrow.

The Committee to whom was referred the Bill Jent from
Senate, intituled < An all in addition to the a& inti-
tuled ““ An aél to prohibit the carrying on the Slave Trade

JSrom the United States to any foreign place or country,”

report the fél[owing amendment, viz.  Strike out from
the word «affembled” in the fecond line of the firft fec-

tion, and nfert.
1 That it fhall be unlawful for any citizen of the United States, or other per-
2 fon refiding within the United States, dire@ly or indireétly to hold or
5 have any right or property in any veflel employed or made ufe of in
4 the tranfportation or carrying of flaves from one foreign country or
5 place to another; and any right or property belonging as aforefaid,
6 fhall be forfeited, and may be libelled and condemned for the ufe of
7 the perfon who fhall fue for the fame; and fuch perfon tranfgrefling
8 the prohibition aforcfaid, fhall alfo forfeit and pay a fum of money
9 equal to'double the value of the right or property in fuch veffel, which
10 he held as aforefaid, and fhall alfo forfeit and pay a fum of money

11 cqual to double the valuc of the intereft which he may have had in
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12 the flaves which at any time may have been tranfported or carried in
13 fuch veffel after the paffing of this a, and againft the form thereof*
+ Skc. 2. And be it further enatled, That it fhall be unlawful for any
2 citizen of the United gtatés, or other perfon refiding therein, to ferve
3 on board any veffel of the United States, employed or made ufe of in
4 the tranfportation or carrying of flaves from one foreign country or
& place, to another; and any fuch citizen, or other perfon, voluntarily
6 ferving as aforefaid, fhall be liable to be indi€ted therefor, and on
7 convi&tion thereof, fhall be liable to a fine not exceeding

dollars, and be imprifoned not exceeding
1 Skc. 3. And be it further enadled, That if any citizen of the United
a States fhall voluntarity ferve on board of any foreign fhip

.3 or veflel which fhall heréafier be employed in the Slave Trade, he
4 fhall, on convi&lion thereof, be liable to; and fuffer the like forfeitu;es,
5 pains, difabilities and penalties as he would have incurred, had fuch
6 thip or veffel been owned or employed, in whole or in part, by any
7 perfon or perfons refiding within the United States.

1 Sec. 4. And be it further enaéled, That it fhall be lawful for any
2 of the commiffioned veffels of the United States, to feize and take any
5 veffel employed in carrying on trade, bufinefs or traffic, contrary to

#- the true intent and imeaning of this or the faid recited a&; and fuch
5 veflel, togéther with hér tackle, apparel and guns, and the goods or
6 effe@ls, other than flaves, which fhall be found on board, fhall be for-
§: feited,'and may be proceeded againlt in any of the Diftri& or Cir-
8 cuit courts, and fhall be conderned for the ufe of the officers and crew
3 of the veflel making the feizure, and be divided in the proportion di-

16 re@ed in the cafe of prize: and it fhall moreover be the duty of the

11 "commanders of fuch commiffioned veflels, to apprehend and take

12 into cuflody every perfon found on board of fuch veffels fo feized:



3

13 and taken, being of the officers or crew thereof, and him or them

14 convey, as foon as conveniently may be, to the civil authority of the

15

United States, in fome one of the diftrifts thereof, to be proceeded

16 againft in due courfe of law.
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Sec. 5. And be it further enafled, That the Diftri@ and Circuit Courts
of the United States fhall have cognizance of all afts and offences
againft the prohibitions herein contained: and it fhall be the duty of
the court in which judgment may be rendered againft any perfon,
in a civil or criminal proceeding inftituted under this or the faid

recited a&, to dire& a copy of the proceeding to be tranfmitted by the

Clerk of the court, to the Secretary of the Treafury, who fhall caufe

the fame, or an abftra& thereof, to be publifhed in one or more

newlpapers; and the party againft whom judgment fhall be rendered

as aforefaid, fhall, ever after fuch judgment, be incapable of holding,
in whole or in part, dire@ly or indire@ly, any veffel regiftered under
the laws of the \United States, aud denominated or deemed a veflel
of the United States, and fhall be incapable of enjoying any commer-
cial privileges  or- advantages which are or may be conferred on citi-
zens of the United States.

Sec. 6. Provided neverthelefs, and be it further enadled, that nothing in
in this a& contained fhall be conftrued to authorize the bringing into
cither of the United States, any perfon or perfons, the importation of
whom is, by the exifting laws of fuch ftate, prohibited.

Sec. 7. And beit further enaded, That the forfeitures which fhall
hereafter be incurred under this, or the faid recited a&, not otherwife
difpofed of, fhall accrue and be, one moiety thereof to the ufe of the
informer, and the other moiety to the ufe of the United States ; except
where the profecution fhall be firft inftituted on behalf of the United

States, in which cafe, the whole fhall be to their ufe,



